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OPINION 1070 

CONSERVATION OF ARCHAEOPTERYX LITHOGRAPHICA VON MEYER 

1861 (AVES) 

RULING. — (1) Under the plenary powers it is ruled that the specific 
name lithographica von Meyer, 1861, as published in the binomen 
Archaeopteryx lithographica, is to be given precedence over the specific 
name crassipes von Meyer, 1857, as published in the binomen 
Pterodactylus crassipes by any zoologist who believes that the two specific 
names apply to the same taxon. 

(2) The entry for Name No. 1748 on the Official List of Specific Names 
in Zoology is hereby corrected to read as follows: 

lithographica, Archaeopteryx, von Meyer. 1861, Neues Jahrb. Min. 

Geol. Pal. 1861: 578 (specific name of type-species of Archaeopteryx 

von Meyer, 1861) (Class Aves); to be given precedence over crassipes, 

Pterodactylus, von Meyer, 1857, by any zoologist who believes that 

both specific names apply to the same taxon. 

(3) The specific name crassipes von Meyer, 1857, as published in the 
binomen Pterodactylus crassipes, is hereby placed on the Official List of 
Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Number 2590 and with an 
endorsement that it is not to be used in preference to lithographica, 
Archaeopteryx, von Meyer, 1861, by any zoologist who believes that both 
specific names apply to the same taxon. 

HISTORY OF THE CASE Z.N.(S.)1977 

An application for the suppression of Pterodactylus crassipes von 
Meyer, 1857 was first received from Dr John H. Ostrom (Yale University) on 
2 August 1971. It was sent to the printer on 23 September 1971 and 
published on 1 May 1972 in Bull. zool. Nomencl. vol. 29: 30-31. Public 
notice of the possible use of the plenary powers in this case was given in 
the same part of the Bulletin as well as to the prescribed serials 
(Constitution Art. 12b; Bull. zool. Nomencl. vol. 31: 97) and to two 
palaeontological serials. 

Dr Nye (Bull. vol. 30: 141) proposed that the application should be 
altered to a request for lithographica, Archaeopteryx, von Meyer, 1861, to be 
given precedence over crassipes, Pterodactylus, von Meyer, 1857, and this 
was accepted by Dr Ostrom. Dr Eisenmann thought that the application 
was unnecessary (Bull. vol. 31: 114-115) but otherwise took the same view 
as Dr Nye. 
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Dr Ostrom’s application was supported by Dr Donald Baird (Princeton 
University), Dr Hildegarde Howard (Los Angeles County Natural History 
Museum) and Dr Alexander Wetmore ( Smithsonian Institution). No adverse 
comment was received. 

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 

On 10 February-1976 the members of the Commission were invited to 
vote under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (76) 5 on the proposals set 
out in Bull. zool. Nomencl. vol. 29: 31, as modified in Bull. vol. 30:141. 
At the close of the Voting Period on 10 May 1976, the state of the voting was 
as follows: 

Affirmative Votes - eighteen (18) received in the following order: 
Melville, Holthuis, Mayr, Lemche, Eisenmann, Mroczkowski, Vokes, 
Sabrosky, Willink, Tortonese, Corliss, Rohdendorf, Bayer, Heppell, 
Bernardi, Nye, Dupuis, Ride 

Negative Votes - none (0) 

Late Affirmative Votes: Alvarado, Habe, Brinck, Kraus 

Leave of Absence: Binder 

Voting Papers not returned: Erben, Simpson, Starobogatov. 

Dr Holthuis suggested a wording to replace that proposed in Dr Nye’s 
comment, which has been substantially adopted in the present Ruling. 

ORIGINAL REFERENCE 

The following is the original reference for a name placed on an Official 
List by the Ruling given in the present Opinion: crassipes, Pterodactylus, 
von Meyer, 1857, Neues Jahrb. Min. Geo/. Pal. 1857: 535. 

CERTIFICATE 

I certify that the votes cast on Voting Paper (76)5 were cast as set out 
above, that the proposal contained in that Voting Paper has been duly 
adopted under the plenary powers, and that the decision so taken, being the 
decision of the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, is 
truly recorded in the present Opinion No. 1070. 

R.V. MELVILLE 
Secretary 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

London 
27 July 1976 


